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If we can dream it, we can do it!

Imagine ice hockey being played in more countries at the highest level. Imagine our 

events being hosted in new places. Imagine our sport being recognized as truly global 

and reaping the benefits of increased interest commercially and from broadcasters. I 

believe that if we can dream it, we can do it!

To make this dream come true, we need to break down the barriers that have 

traditionally stopped the growth of ice hockey in so many countries. We must break 

down the structural, financial and mental barriers that are holding ice hockey back.

I know from my own experience, as President of Danish Ice Hockey, that this dream is 

possible. In Denmark, we made a breakthrough. We are now playing at the highest 

level internationally and we hosted the IIHF Ice Hockey World Championships for the 

first time ever in 2018. We broke down the barriers that for many years prevented us 

from realising our full potential.

I know that such growth is possible, however, it takes courage, energy, and strong 

leadership.

Now, at 55 years old, I have both the experience and the energy needed to serve as 

your next IIHF President and to secure a continued and dedicated leadership for the 

years to come.

Now is the time to make a big move forward; all of us – together!”

Henrik Bach Nielsen
Candidate for IIHF President

IIHF Council Member (since 2012)
IIHF Medial Committee Chairman (since 2013)
Danish Ice Hockey Association President (since 2007)



Making ICE hockey truly global
It is time for the IIHF to break down the barriers that have traditionally stopped the 

growth of ice hockey in so many countries. 

Breaking down structural barriers 
The IIHF needs to create stronger partnerships at the national level to support the 

growth of all MNAs. As President, Henrik Bach Nielsen will lead the IIHF to become a 

trusted, reliable, and modern organisation that is attractive to partners around the 

globe.

Breaking down financial barriers 
The IIHF cannot finance the growth of hockey around the world alone. However, IIHF 

can help to kick start the development. As President, Henrik Bach Nielsen will provide 

targeted, direct financial support to countries that have a clear plan.

Breaking down MENTAL barriers 
We seem to have accepted that we are a sport that can only thrive in a few countries in 

the northern hemisphere. This perception has held us back for far too long. As 

President, Henrik Bach Nielsen will open the IIHF to innovation and new ways of doing 

things. 
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The 1st line – five key priority areas
There is a lot to do and so the actions of the IIHF President need to be 

focused and prioritised. Henrik Bach Nielsen has chosen his 1st Line - his five 

top priorities for the first year - that will create wins for the IIHF and all its 

members. Like any winning team, he is also building strong 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

lines, combining his ideas with those of the MNAs around the world that he is 

currently in deep conversation with. Here is his 1st line: 
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1.  Target regional development 
Targeted regional development plans will be created. To start, together with the Asian 

Committee, a focused strategy for Asia will be launched that will include the setting up 

of a new regional office prior to the 2022 Beijing Olympic Games. Secondly, an IIHF 

Balkan Committee will be created that will be responsible for creating a regional 

development plan. Following the lessons learnt from these two initiatives, further 

targeted regional plans will be made. 

2.  Increase revenue streams
A more diverse approach to revenue generation will be developed. Digital opportunities 

and innovative approaches will create new revenue streams. Stronger partnerships 

need to be formed with international and national governmental institutions that can 

support the growth of ice hockey. The revenues associated with IIHF top-tier events 

will be increased, enabling a well-deserved, and overdo, increase in prize money for 

participating nations. There is no plan to sell the IIHF headquarters, but there is a 

promise to ensure MNA money that is fed into the IIHF through various fees flows 

directly back into new targeted programmes to develop MNAs. 
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3.  Create a Super MNA mentor programme
To provide inspiration to developing nations, a new super mentor programme will be 

created. The six top ice hockey nations (CAN, CZE, FIN, RUS, SWE, USA) will provide 

advice to developing MNAs in order to fast-track development both on and off the ice. 

The programme will have full financial backing from the IIHF to support the mentors 

and ensure that results are delivered. Together, MNAs will break down barriers and 

take ice hockey to the next level. 

4.  Amplify investment in the women’s game 
Globally, women’s sport is on the rise with increased investments being made from 

both the private and public sector.  The IIHF must capture this momentum and take 

the women’s game to the next level. The IIHF’s investment in women’s ice hockey will 

be increased, and, together with the Women’s Committee, an ambitious action plan will 

be implemented. The IIHF itself will ensure that female leadership has an active and 

equal voice across the entire organisation. 

5.  Improve environmental impact 
An ambitious plan will be made, together with the Environmental & Social Activities 

Committee, to make ice hockey a more environmentally friendly sport. It will aim to 

reduce energy consumption in ice hockey on a global level by investing in new 

technologies and teaming up with innovative partners. The high costs of maintaining 

an ice rink will no longer be a barrier for our sport and the IIHF will lead the way in 

showcasing sustainable approaches in sport and event hosting. 

I see the opportunity to make international ice hockey truly global and I have 

an ambitious plan to get us there. With innovative ideas, fresh energy and new 

leadership, we will take the IIHF beyond what we ever believed possible.” 
“ 

- Henrik Bach Nielsen 
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Sustained development has been the mantra for Henrik during 

the time I have worked with him as a player on the national team. 

Our entire group around the national team knows that we always 

get the best our association can deliver with the means they 

have at their disposal. This is simply a key factor in the way 

Henrik operates. Henrik’s willingness to think outside of the box 

and always finding the way to the target would be of great 

benefit to the IIHF.

” 

“ 

- Nikolaj Ehlers, Danish NHL player (Winnipeg Jets) 

Henrik is a man of his word. He has spearheaded the 

transition we took from being a team you had to live 

with to a team that feels very much part of the ice 

hockey family in Denmark. The most important thing 

that Henrik gave us was equal status - we get the 

same attention and funds like all other national 

teams whilst the same demands are made of us. 

That, for me, is true equality.

”

“

- Josefine Jakobsen, Danish National Ice 
Hockey Team Captain

www.henrikbachnielsen.com

W I T H  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F

Henrik has taken Danish Ice Hockey from a weak sport in our 

country to a strong position. I know that he is capable of 

accomplishing great things on the international level. Our full 

support is behind him.

” 
“ 

- Hans Natorp, President of the Danish NOC


